IN DOMESTIC LIFE.                        59

exceptions, no copies appear to have been kept;
yet everything is frank and straight-forward. Un-
derstanding human nature thoroughly under all its
phases, he deals wisely with men in small things as
in great; but he does no one injustice. When
others are acting disingenuously towards him,
though seeing through it, he is considerate and
forbearing, not taking steps hastily, but ready to
make allowances where they could be made. Dis-
honesty or suspicion of it he never overlooks. In
the second letter he suspects his steward of ex-
travagance in spending too much for supplies of
the table kept for his upper servants; yet he
authorizes Mr. Lear to retain him, if, on looking
into his accounts, lie finds him. honest; intimating
that any successor to Mm might act in the same
way, and a dismissal might be only a change
without a benefit. His reprobation of all dis-
honesty is seen in more than one of the letters,
as well as his restrained modes of dealing with it
whilst affecting only his own interests.

As regards the minutico seen in the letters; the with England he tells himbad con-cord in attractive
